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Synthesis of [Tpsem]H
Tris (2-pyridylseleno) methane has been previously reported 9 but was synthesized by an alternative method based on that for tris (2-pyridylthio) methane. 10 A mixture of CHBr 3 (184 µL, 2.1 mmol), KOH (529 mg, 9.5 mmol) and pyridine-2(1H)-selone (1.0 g, 6.3 mmol) was treated with benzene (6 mL) and heated at 60 ˚C for 3 hours, resulting in the formation of a red-brown solution with an oily layer that contained a brown solid, both of which were removed by filtration. The volatile components were removed from the filtrate by lyophilization to give a brown solid that was washed with benzene and dried in vacuo to give [Tpsem] H as a brown solid (642 mg, 63%) that is pure according to 1 H NMR spectroscopy. The compound may be obtained as pale yellow crystals from toluene and has been authenticated by X-ray diffraction. 
